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Jesus in Bad Company 

 

     Jesus was never bothered by what anyone’s occupation happened to be. No, it made 

no difference to Him if your occupation was something admirable or if it happened to 

be a little shady. He treated each person with dignity. 

     In our gospel today, there could be no doubt that Matthew’s job was shady. After all, 

it was his custom as a tax collector to charge everyone more taxes than what was 

prescribed by law. He then pocketed all that illegal collection himself. Tax collectors at 

the time of Christ were probably looked upon as being great sinners. They were even 

worse than ordinary thieves, swindlers and defrauders. Despite this, we are told Jesus 

dined at Matthew’s house with a whole bunch of tax collectors. There was no doubt He 

was in bad company. He was hanging out with a bunch of real sinners. That tells us He 

would also have dined with you and me if He were given the chance. 

     But to do this Jesus would have to possess a lot of courage, a lot of spunk. I don’t 

know if we could do that. Sure, we may want to show equal regard for all people. We 

may want to treat them all with equal dignity but, let’s face it, we would be afraid to be 

in the presence of many of them. To go to the house of people who are so unlike 

ourselves – to spend time and to eat with people who break the law – to live with 

people who have little or no regard for the commandments of God or the dignity and 

rights of people – well, that takes a lot of courage. It takes guts. And if you did do that, 

you would be putting your reputation on the line. And maybe even your life. 

     In this matter I think you would agree with me. It is not easy to allow yourself to be 

with those who live lives on the edge. You are not sure you can trust them. And that’s 

probably why many people do not lend a helping hand to other people. They are afraid 

of them! And they are afraid of what they may do. 

     That makes pretty good sense to me. That tells us Jesus had a lot of courage. He went 

everywhere and associated with everyone. He associated with people of all kinds of 

backgrounds. We have to remember that. So, no matter what you have done in the past 

– no matter what you are into at the present moment – and no matter what you will be 

doing in the future – you can be sure Jesus will always associate with you. He even 

loves you. That may be hard for you to take. But, with Jesus, YOU CAN DO IT! 

*Inspired by Matthew 9:9-13 


